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bequeathed, for the benefit of the deaf mute pupils of the

Institution, $3,000.00, the interest only of which was to be

used. This amount is loaned on good security at eight per

cent, per annum. Your Board, by resolution, placed the

interest at the disposal of the Principal for the purpose of

erecting a library to the memory of Mr. Kelly.

We have a nice room fitted up and used for the purpose,

which at present contains five hundred volumes. In the

course of a few years we shall be able to collect a large

number of valuable books, which will be a source of pleas-

ure and information for both ofiicers and pupils.

MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT.

I would like to call your attention to the Mechanical De-

partment as claiming more attention than it has ever

received. Not that I would magnify its importance beyond

that of the Educational, but that I would have it advanced

as a valuable auxiliary to the latter, and that which will

enable our pupils to become good, useful, self-supporting,

tax-paying citizens after they shall leave us and be thrown

upon the world, to contend in an unequal race with their

more favored hearing and seeing brethren.

Ever}'^ step taken in the improvement of an uneducated

being cannot but result in giving him a wider range of

ideas and a corresponding increase of power to conceive

what comforts and pleasures are, and to desire to have them.

It is an imperfect charity, then, that teaches these comforts

and pleasures, and at the same time fails to provide means

to secure them.

Many of the parents of our children persist in keeping

them at home until they are twelve or fourteen years of age

before entering them, and it not unfrequently happens that

they are verging on manhood and womanhood when the

term allowed them in the Institution is completed. Unless

they have meanwhile learned a trade by which to secure a


